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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 10, 14-15, 21 , and 28 were previously allowed, the reasons for allowance 
being found in previous Office Actions. 

Claims 1-9, 11-13, 19-20, and 22-27 were found to be allowable by the Board. 
Claims 16-18 and 29-31 were canceled after being found unpatentable by the 

Board. 

All claims having been accorded a final status by a final administrative decision 
of the regulatory agency in question, the case is being passed to Issue as per the 
direction of the BPAI. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

The limitation of "synthesizing said table from data contained in said file if the 
table is not present in the font file" appears to be patentably distinct subject matter in 
light of the interference search, as noted in previous Office Actions, and allowable for 
those reasons previously stated and reiterated by the BPAI in their decision. 

Finally, the closest relevant prior art that could be applied would be as follows. 
However, motivation is found to be lacking, therefore the following rejection was not 
used. 
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This is provided with respect to claim 26, which seems to be the broadest claim. 
Dresevic et a! (US 6,253,374 B1 ) in view of Yoshida (US 5,959,634) and Cahoon (US 
5,592,594). 

A computer-readable medium containing a program which executes the steps of: 
(Preamble is not given patentable weight, since it only recites a summary of the claim 
and/or an intended use, and the process steps and/or apparatus components are 
capable of standing on their own; see Rowe v. Dror, 112 F.3d 473, 42 USPQ2d 1550 
(Fed. Cir 1997), Pitney Bowes, Inc. v. Hewlett-Packard Co., 182 F.3d 1298, 1305, 51 
USPQ2d 1161, 1165 (Fed. Cir. 1999), and the like.) 

-Receiving a request for a data table that pertains to the implementation of a font; 
(Dresevic Figures 2 and 3, where structural checking is performed, and a determination 
of whether or not the structure and/or hints are valid is made. If the structure is not 
valid, an error message is created and/or the font is not loaded. Part of the checking 
(5:25-6:38) involves validating the (6:8-25) tables involved with the font file. Obviously, 
this would request a data table for the font, where each TrueType, TrueType Open, or 
OpenType font has several required data tables (this is part of the TrueType / 
OpenType font standard (for example, see Ballard (US 6,288,726 B1) in 1:30-47 and 
the like)(Yoshida Figure 22, 10:59-12:10, where a font is examined and tables 
generated. If a certain desired weight is not present, then the data is synthesized from 
the font file by selecting the nearest data from the smaller weight data or the larger 
weight data depending on whether or not a weight that is greater than the designated 
weight is present) 
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-Determining whether the data table is present in a file containing the font; and 
(Dresevic, as noted above, dearly checks (6:8-25) for the presence of the data table in 
the file containing the font)(Yoshida clearly determines whether or not the designated 
weight is present - see step 2 in Figure 22) 

-Synthesizing said table from data contained in said file if the table is not present in the 
font file. (Yoshida very dearly shows in steps 4-6 the steps of obtaining the needed 
data to replicate the desired weight)(Cahoon teaches in the background section (1:14- 
30) that when a font is rasterized, a table of pointers is created in the printer for that 
version of it. Obviously, a table of pointers stating where bit map data or outline font 
data for a given orientation or the like is located comprises 'a data table that pertains to 
the implementation of a font'.) 

In summary, Dresevic teaches a system for validating fonts that checks a font to 
determine if the necessary tables are in the file, but it does not expressly teach 
synthesizing a table if the table is not present in the file. Obviously, it would fairly 
suggest correcting the defidency in some manner, and if the font were lacking a given 
table, that would be the error to be corrected. Yoshida clearly teaches generating new 
data by substituting the dosest existing data in a file (e.g. for a file of a given weight, if 
specific outlines or bit maps are not available, using the closest ones). Cahoon serves 
as a teaching reference that any time such a request is made, at least one new data 
table containing pointer information is created, and that this technique is well known in 
the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to modify Dresevic to con^ect a missing font table by 
creating a new table that would contain data from the closest equivalent weight or other 
parameter. The references are all analogous art, as they deal with synthesizing, 
validating, and/or utilizing fonts and their efficient manipulation. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

It is also pointed out that applicant's similar application was available as prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e), since the older version of that statute would have allowed the 
Office to use that case as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e), although it appears that 
such art would not be anticipatory but rather would have rendered such as obvious, 
which would not have been sufficient to overcome the bar of 35 USC 103(c). 

US 6,288,726 B1 to Ballard et al - see claims 1-2, which appear to be the closest 
to the claimed invention, but does not appear to have the limitation of automatically 
generating the font table. 

Also see Beaman et al - US 6,714,199 B1 - for a font server that appears to be 
similar but does not have the limitation of automatically generating the font table if it 
does not exist. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Woods whose telephone number is 571-272-7775. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on 571-272-7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Eric Woods January 1 1 , 2006 
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